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Under the Agreement, tariffs on approxi-
mately 80 percent of U.S. exports will be 
eliminated immediately. The Agreement will 
help to level the playing field because about 
80 percent of Central America’s imports al-
ready enjoy duty-free access to our market. 
By providing for the effective enforcement 
of labor and environmental laws, combined 
with strong remedies for noncompliance, the 
Agreement will contribute to improved work-
er rights and high levels of environmental 
protection in Central America and the Do-
minican Republic. 

By supporting this Agreement, the United 
States can stand with those in the region who 
stand for democracy and freedom, who are 
fighting corruption and crime, and who sup-
port the rule of law. A stable, democratic, 
and growing Central America and Domini-
can Republic strengthens the United States 
economically and provides greater security 
for our citizens. 

The Agreement is in our national interest, 
and I urge the Congress to approve it expedi-
tiously. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 23, 2005.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Western Balkans 
June 23, 2005

On June 26, 2001, by Executive Order 
13219, I declared a national emergency with 
respect to the Western Balkans pursuant to 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States constituted by the actions of 
persons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring, 
or supporting (i) extremist violence in the 
Republic of Macedonia, and elsewhere in the 
Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstruct-
ing implementation of the Dayton Accords 
in Bosnia or United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, in Kosovo. 
Subsequent to the declaration of the national 
emergency, the actions of persons obstruct-

ing implementation of the Ohrid Framework 
Agreement of 2001 in Macedonia also be-
came a pressing concern. I amended Execu-
tive Order 13219 on May 28, 2003, in Execu-
tive Order 13304 to address this concern and 
to take additional steps with respect to the 
national emergency. Because the actions of 
persons threatening the peace and inter-
national stabilization efforts in the Western 
Balkans continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States, the na-
tional emergency declared on June 26, 2001, 
and the measures adopted on that date and 
thereafter to deal with that emergency, must 
continue in effect beyond June 26, 2005. 
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) 
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency with respect to the West-
ern Balkans. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 23, 2005. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
1:12 p.m., June 23, 2005] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on June 24.

Message on Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Western Balkans 
June 23, 2005

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the 
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